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REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 748] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 748) for the relief of Basil Vasso Argyris and Mrs. Aline 
Argyris, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with- 
out amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 


The 
in the United States to Basil Vasso Argyris and Mrs. Aline Argyris. 


The bill provides for appropriate quota deductions and for the pay- 
ment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husband and wife and they are 
citizens of Greece. The husband was born in 1907 in Egypt and the 
wife was born in 1902 in Russia and they last entered the United 
States as visitors on November 26, 1946. Mr. Argyris is employed 
by the Voice of America, Department of State and is also an opera 
singer and writer. 

A letter dated March 28, 1951, to the chairman of a subcommittee of 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from 
the Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case reads as 


follows: 
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Marcu 28, 1951. 
Hon. Francis EF. Water, 


Chairman, Subcommittee No. 1, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the epee. of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 748) for the relief of Basil 
Vasso Argyris and Mrs. Aline Argyris, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Basil Vasso Argyris and Mrs. Aline Argyris, who 
entered the United States in 1946 for a temporary stay, shall, upon payment of 
the required head tax, be considered to have been lawfully admitted into the 
United States for permanent residence. It would also direct the Secretary of 
State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one number each from the 
quotas for Egypt and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Basil Vasso Argyris and Aline Argyris are husband and wife, the 
husband being a native of Egypt and a citizen of Greece and the wife a native of 
Russia and a citizen of Greece by marriage. The husband was born on June 15, 
1907, in Alexandria, Egypt, and the wife was born on February 12, 1902, in Kiev, 
Russia. They were admitted into the United States at the port of New York on 
August 13 and November 26, 1946, respectively, as visitors under section 3 
(2) of the Immigration Act of 1924. They were last granted an extension of 
stay until December 31, 1948, under bond. Their applications for further 
extension of stay were denied on August 17, 1949, pending action on their applica- 
tions for adjustment of their immigration status under the Displaced Persons 
Act of 1948, but they were informed that their departure from the United States 
on or before November 24, 1949, would be considered satisfactory. 

A hearing to establish their eligibility for adjustment of status under the 
Displaced Persons Act of 1948 was held on March 15, 1949, and on July 15, 1949, 
their applications for adjustment of status under that act were denied on the 
ground that they had failed to establish their inability to return to Greece because 
of persecution or fear of persecution on account of race, religion, or political 
opinions, and for the further reason that they were not displaced from the country 
of their nationality or last residence as a result of events occasioned by or occurring 
subsequent to the outbreak of World War II. 

Mr. Argyris was interviewed on January 27, 1950, and stated that he resided 
in New York City with his wife; that from 1932 to 1936 he resided in Vienna, 
Austria, in Berlin, Germany, from 1936 to 1944, in Vienna again from January 
1944 to May 1945, and in Paris, France, for 1 year immediately preceding his 
entry into the United States in 1946. He also stated that his wife and three 
brothers are his only living relatives; and that his three brothers reside in Athens, 
Greece. He is presently employed by the United States Department of State, 
Voice of America, as a commentator, and is also an opera singer and writer, 
having been under contract with the New York City Opera Co. Mrs. Argyris 
stated that she is unemployed and is supported by her husband. The record fails 
to indicate that these two aliens are not persons of good mora! character. 

Concerning their beliefs and political affiliations, Mr. and Mrs. Argyris stated 
that they had not been engaged in any political activities since arriving in the 
United States; that they had never been members of the Nazi, Fascist, or Com- 
munist Parties; and that they preferred the democratic form of government. 

The quota for Egypt, to which Mr. Argyris is chargeable, and the quota for 
Russia, to which his wife is chargeable, are oversubscribed, and quota immigration 
visas are not readily obtainable. 

Whether the bill should be enacted involves a question of legislative policy 
eoncerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 


Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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The files of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives contain the following letters in connection with the 


bill: 
PERMANENT GREEK DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 
New York, N. Y., May 1, 1941. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Judiciary Committee, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Stir: [| understand that the Judiciary Committee, of which you are the 
chairman, will presently consider the question of the permanent residence of 
Basil Argyris in this country. 

Mr. Argyris has been known to me for some time as a person of the utmost 
reliability, strongly anti-Communist, and within the limits of his position has 
worked consistently for strengthening the bonds of Greek-American friendship. 

Sincerely yours, 
Atexis Kyrovu, 
Permanent Representative of Greece to the United Nations. 


Royat GREEK EMBassy, 
Washington, D. C., May 1, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUBL CELLER, 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 


DgarR CONGRESSMAN CELLER: I have been informed by Mr. Vassos Argyris 
the well-known Greek baritone, that the congressional Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, under your chairmanship, will examine his case with a view to granting 
him the right to become a permanent resident of the United States. I feel that 
it would be only just to tell you that Mr. Argyris, besides his exceptional talent 
as an artist, is a man of high moral character, trustworthy, and very loyal. 

May I recommend him to you and kindly request you to give his case your 
favorable consideration. 

With many thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
ATHANASE G. POLITIS, 
Ambassador of Greece. 


é 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
1790 Broadway, New York, N. Y., May 8, 1951. 
Hon. Emanvuet Ceuer, 
Chairman, Judiciary Committee, 
Flouse of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Cetuer: Mr. Vasso Argyris has been an emplovee of the Inter- 
national Broadcasting Division of the Department of State since September 8, 
1949. For the 6 months prior to that, his services were utilized on a part-time 
free-lance basis. During his period with this organization he has served capably 
as an announcer for Greek-language broadcasts and as a producer for programs 
in the Arabic, Turkish, Persian, and Brazilian languages. 

Mr. Argyris is an operatic artist of note, having sung with major opera com- 
panies in Europe and with the New York City Opera Co. and other companies 
in the United States. Though still performing from time to time as a guest 
artist with opera companies in the New York area, he is working on a full-time 
basis with this organization and is devoting his full energies to the work of the 
Voice of Ameriea. 

He has shown himself to be a talented, capable, cooperative, and dependable 
employee. In his producing of programs in the middle eastern languages he has 
shown outstanding initiative in bringing to them something of his rich store of 
theatrical experience. In the increased programing of the Voice of America to 
the Middle East, the services of Mr. Argyris are proving increasingly valuable. 
The legalization of his residence in the United States would enable him to continue 
his important work with this organization. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ricuarp E. Morrissey, 
Chief, Personnel Branch. 
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In addition, the following letter dated February 14, 1952, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Assistant 
Secretary of State in connection with the case reads as follows: 


FEBRUARY 14, 1952. 
The Honorable Par McCarran, 
United States Senate. 


My Dear Senator McCarran: You will find enclosed a copy of a bill, H. R. 
748, introduced by Representative Klein (Democrat, New York), which author- 
izes the admission for permanent residence to the United States of Mr. Basil 
Vasso Argyris, a member of the production staff of the Voice of America. I am 
informed that this bill passed the House of Representatives last June and was 
referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary last July. 

Mr. Argyris has served capable as a Greek announcer with the Voice of America 
since September 8, 1949. As an announcer, he evinced a strong interest in the 
techniques of production and participated actively in the improvement of pro- 
grams. On the basis of this interest, he was detailed as a producer of programs 
in the several languages with which he is familar. With the beginning of broad- 
casts in Azerbaijani, Tatar, Georgian, Armenian, and Turkestani in June 1951, 
Mr. Argyris was detailed to help train announcers in these languages and was 
later assisnged to produce broadcasts in these languages on a recurring basis. He 
has been commended highly for ‘“‘very superior effort’’ and “outstanding success”’ 
in developing the skills of the announcers of his section. 

In view of Mr. Argyris’ record and continuing excellent service to the Campaign 
of Truth, it would seem in the best interests of the United States that favorable 
action be taken on this legislation. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you would use vour good offices to obtain 
consideration of this bill by the committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Epwarp W. Barrett, 
Assistant Secretary. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 748) should be enacted. 
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